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ON THE COVER
In this issue, TXMining features 
the latest reclamation projects 
and steady commitment from 
our Owner/Operators and Sup-
port Members, highlighting the 
positive impacts on the environ-
ment. This Jewett Mine stream 
reclamation project uses native 
species and improved planting 
methods to reclaim the land. 
Source: Texas Westmoreland 
Coal - Jewett Mine

Stream Restoration at the  
Jewett Mine

Safety Zero Sums it up at  
Luminant Mine

Peters Log Cabin Never 
Looked so Good, with the Help 
of TMPA

Mining Industry Embraces 
Reclamation Practices

Mining Supports our 21st  
Century Lifestyle

Meet Texas Teacher  
Shauna Duby
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RECLAIMING THE LAND FOR WILDLIFE
Mallard ducks frequently use lignite mine reclamation waterways as they migrate through Texas.  
Source: Matt Tanner, Natural Light Photography. 

Keeping safety top of mind while working around Luminant’s 
Turlington Mine dragline, bulldozer operator Kenny McCann uses 
Human Performance Improvement tools to go home safely to his 
family. Source: Luminant

www.tmra.com
mailto:lance@solafidei.com


C H A I R M A N ’ S  L E T T E R

Chris Sumner
TMRA Chairman I 

have always been amazed by the quality of 
work and the level of detail that goes into 
reclamation. Reclamation is a reflection of a 
company’s commitment to restoring a mine 

site, and represents the culmination of diligent 
work by its experts, mine personnel, vendors 
and consultants, i.e., TMRA Support Members. 
Reclamation is also the public's lasting impression 
of our industry.

Reclamation is a mine’s end-product and can take 
on many forms. Simply scaling back high walls and 
removing hazards can produce a Six Flags Fiesta 
Texas or Quarry Golf Course. Reclaiming a mine 
site with planned grades, soils, water features and 
vegetation can restore it to an even more productive 
state than before it was mined; suitable for cattle 
grazing, agricultural crops, timber, habitat and 
wetlands.

However, let’s consider what the public knows 
about mining in Texas. TMRA is a significant 
ambassador for the industry; promoting mining as 
a driver of the Texas economy, making electricity 
affordable and supplying the building blocks of 
our homes, roads and schools. TMRA Teacher 
Workshops educate K-12 school teachers; taking 
them through the lifecycle of a mine, while 
transforming them into knowledgeable industry 
advocates. I believe, however, we can do more.

And after reading this issue, you’ll know that 
TMRA members feel the same – always striving to 
not only satisfy an extensive list of federal, state 
and local laws and regulations, but also to go way 
beyond what is asked of them. We hope you enjoy 
learning about their efforts.

—Chris 
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"TMRA is a 
significant 
ambassador 
for the 
industry; 
promoting 
mining as 
a driver of 
the Texas 
economy."

Reclamation is a top priority of TMRA Owner/Operators and Support 
Members, who often go far beyond what is required of them.
Source: Matt Tanner, Natural Light Photography. 



http://www.joycecrane.com/
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By the time this issue arrives and is online, 
it will be Summer 2016. Summer means 
vacations, I hope; kids out of school and 

both the fun and sometimes the “challenges” that 
go along with that. VERY importantly to our TMRA 
Owner/Operators and many of our Support Mem-
bers, it also means RECLAMATION is and must be 
in full swing. So SUMMER is the perfect time for 
our magazine to focus on reclamation.

I love this issue because, once again, it gives 
us the opportunity to showcase the consistently 
outstanding reclamation at our mining operations. 
This means consistently meeting or exceeding all 
state and federal requirements and, in many cases, 
innovative approaches in the use of equipment, 
technology, water resources and vegetation. You 
will be informed and inspired by what you see 
and read. Never pass up a chance to get out in the 
field and visit our TMRA Member operations. I’ve 
always found them welcoming and proud of 
their work, and this includes ALL of the employ-
ees. Teamwork and commitment, along with 
safety, are always out front.

Our TMRA Mission Statement includes, in part, 
our TMRA Member commitment “…to create a bal-
ance between mineral production, environmental 
protection, economic strength and public wel-
fare…” Environmental protection includes “recla-
mation, from the initial stages of resource delinea-
tion and environmental assessment through final 
restoration, reclamation and release of the fully 
reclaimed land for its approved post mining land 
uses.” 

The Coal Mining Regulations of the Railroad 
Commission of Texas are the key guideline for 

reclamation responsibilities on land mined for coal 
and lignite in Texas. The regulations define “recla-
mation” as “those actions taken to restore mined 
land as required by this chapter to a post-mining 
land use approved by the Commission.” 

This simple definition is not at all simple to fol-
low when taken in the context of all of the recla-
mation provisions of the regulations. Nonetheless, 
our Owner/Operators and those who assist with 
reclamation do a job that wins state and national 
recognition and awards for excellence. Our re-
claimed lands under the regulations fit the defini-
tion of reclamation that includes returning land to 
its former or a better state. 

Over the last few months, I’ve had the privilege 
of touring the mined and reclaimed lands at sever-
al of our member operations and I can assure you 
that the lands mined and environmental resources 
impacted are being, and in many cases have been, 
returned to a condition as good as or better than 
they were prior to mining. This is pretty incred-
ible, and could not be done without commitment, 
dedication and lots of skills and resources.  

While the state and federal regulations and 
regulatory agencies certainly play a part in our 
successful Texas mining and reclamation efforts, 
those only provide the guidelines. Our TMRA 
Members assure that the work actually gets done, 
is successful and showcases what’s good about 
our TMRA Owner/Operators and Support Mem-
bers and to show our state leadership that we 
understand that. energy and resource development 
can occur responsibly and with the highest regard 
for our environmental resources and the public 
welfare.
 —Ches
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Ches Blevins
TMRA Executive 

Director

"This issue 
gives us the 
opportunity to 
showcase the 
consistently 
outstanding 
reclamation at 
our Member 
mining 
operations."

Advertise on the TMRA Website
As a TMRA member, you now have a new benefit. TMRA is offering the opportunity to 
advertise digitally on its website. Visit http://www.tmra.com/content.asp?contentid=152 to 
view a rate card or contact Lance Lawhon at lance@solafidei.com or 512.832.1889.

http://www.tmra.com/content.asp?contentid=152
mailto:lance@solafidei.com


http://www.nieceequipment.com


BASYS Processing Inc.

BASYS was founded in 2002 on one philoso-
phy: to take care of our merchants, partners 
and employees so they never want to leave. 
We are dedicated to working one-on-one with 
our customers to design the perfect solution 
for their credit card processing needs. BASYS 
specializes in niche groups, such as min-
ing, aggregate and construction companies. 
BASYS has developed an online processing 
system, complete with a built-in Intelligent 
Qualifying System (IQS). We provide training 
to help make sure you qualify every transac-
tion at the lowest interchange rate possible, 
including Level II and Level III. BASYS IQ 
was designed specifically for companies that 
accept business-to-business transactions in 
an environment where cards are not present. 
Understanding that each company most 
likely accepts several types of credit cards, 
including expensive business and rewards 
cards, we are committed to working with you 
to find the best solution for your business at 
the lowest rate. We provide members with a 
free, no obligation analysis to help determine 
whether we are the best fit to work with them 
or provide consultative services on how to 
lower current rates. For a first-hand look, give 
us a call and we can discuss options for your 
own credit card processing program.

Contact:
Shannon Walcott
Account Manager

BASYS Processing Inc. 
15423 W 100th Terrace
913-214-5021
1-800-346-0711
swalcott@basyspro.com 
www.basyspro.com 

FGX SepTech, LLC

FGX Dry Coal Cleaning Technology offers an 
advanced dry coal preparation method. This 
innovative and cost-effective process uses no 
water and integrates the separation principle 
of an autogenous medium separator with a 
conventional table concentrator to deshale 
coal by the material’s different densities. Over 
the past 20 years, more than 2,200 FGX units in 
14 countries worldwide have been applied at 
coal mines, preparation plants, power plants, 
cement plants, coal transport terminals, etc. 
The FGX series of single-unit plants is available 
with capacity ranging from 10-tons-per-hour 
to 480-tons-per-hour. Multi-unit FGX plants are 
also available, such as the 1,400-ton-per-hour 
FGX plant used by Shenhua Energy, the world’s 
largest coal producer.   

With the current state of the industry, FGX 
knows that times are tough and has been 
creative in coming up with new avenues to 
work with you to finance your FGX plant. FGX 
now offers Build/Own/Operate and Build/Own/
Maintain options*, alongside our option to Rent, 
to eliminate the large capital outlay and risk for 
coal producers. We know FGX technology is the 
leader in dry coal processing and that is why we 
are willing to stand behind our product to help 
eliminate the risk involved in erecting a plant. 
*Upon meeting certain criteria, available for U.S. 
only.

Contact:
Ron Bowling
National Sales Manager
FGX SepTech, LLC
289 Blue Sky Pkwy
Lexington, KY 40509
859-263-8300
ronbowling@fgxseptech.co
www.fgxseptech.com

SRA Information Technology

SRA Information Technology is a software 
solution provider with expertise in the envi-
ronmental, sustainability and corporate social 
responsibility areas. Our ability to create 
ground-breaking software solutions based on 
our technical expertise and industry-specific 
knowledge has enabled us to secure long-
term relationships with some of the world’s 
largest companies.

Our clients must maintain their social 
license to operate and SRA fully supports 
that endeavor. EnviroSys – our environmental 
data management system – facilitates the 
capture, storage, analysis and reporting 
of environmental and sustainability data. 
Our newest solution, C³, focuses on social 
responsibility, allowing for the proper 
management and tracking of community 
grievances.  

Contact:
Michelle Kyle
Regional Manager, North America
SRA Information Technology
2100 West Loop South, Suite 900
Houston, TX  77027
713-590-3632
michelle.kyle@sra.com.au
www.sra.com.au
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TMRA Welcomes its Newest Members

mailto:swalcott@basyspro.com
http://www.basyspro.com
mailto:ronbowling@fgxseptech.co
http://www.fgxseptech.com
http://www.romco.com
mailto:michelle.kyle@sra.com.au
http://www.sra.com.au
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Mining SaleS & RentalS   PaRtS & SeRvice 
(903) 736-9001   (903) 758-5576
James Boone 

Serving Texas w/ 10 Locations
www.romco.com

TEXAS MINING EQUIPMENT 

FAMILY OWNED. TEXAS BASED SINCE 1961.

http://www.romco.com
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In 2009, Texas Westmoreland Coal Company (TWCC) embarked on 
a mission to not only improve the stream restoration program at the 
Jewett Mine, but also to build a process that would be recognized as 
the premier stream restoration program in the U.S. This ambitious 

effort stemmed from the growing awareness of stream functionality and 
stability.

Reclamation activities at the Jewett Mine, including stream restoration, 
had been underway since the late 1980s. Although the previously construct-
ed streams functioned well, they did not include several components of a 
naturally functioning stream system. As with all best practice processes, 
excellence begins with planning and design.  

Planning included the gathering of baseline data of the impacted stream 
channel and was a vital step in the process. To account for pre-mine base-
line stream conditions, such as habitat quality and species composition, 
qualitative surveys were conducted on local, similar type tributaries. 

TWCC Uses Innovation to Ensure a Natural Design
The design component was initiated from this data and ensured that the 

final design mimicked channel functions found in the local setting. Signifi-
cant advancements achieved through the use of innovative technologies, 
such as Carlson’s Natural regrade software, have resulted in final streams 
that exhibit increased geo-fluvial characteristics and require far less rein-
forced structures. 

Historically, final stream channel designs at the Jewett Mine were very 
limited in natural aspect. These designs exhibited linear channels, with 
virtually no sinuosity, and typically addressed elevation changes with riprap, 
concrete reinforced riprap or concrete-reinforced drop structures. Thought 
was not given to matching the post-mining stream conditions utilizing effec-
tive or innovative reclamation techniques to resemble pre-mine conditions.

Today, TWCC has improved its initial and final design capabilities 
through revised and more comprehensive initial planning and the use of 
Carlson’s Natural Regrade software. Several concepts and elements from 
the summary of the OSM Stream Protection Rule were evaluated and uti-
lized by Jewett Mine staff for each individual stream channel to be restored 
following lignite removal. Using the GeoFluvTM design methodology for 
landform design, this software allows TWCC to prepare several iterations 
of a stream channel restoration project design before any dirt is moved. 
This design methodology results in a more natural, sinuous channel and 
landscape that is similar to pre-mine stream conditions.    

Prior to design of the Limestone, Leon and Freestone Counties structure, 
TWCC conducted field observations of the watershed, soils, vegetation and 
the general topography to be affected. The review confirmed that there 
were no pipelines, occupied dwellings or cemeteries within the projected 
vicinity. The watershed encompasses less than 640 acres and is not consid-

TWCC Restores a Natural Stream  
Running through the Jewett Mine

By Derrell Ezell, Environmental Consultant

Stream restoration planning includes the gathering of base-
line data of the impacted stream channel and is a vital step in 
the process.  

The DS E-11 permanent drop structures are designed to 
safely pass the peak discharge of 94.50 cfs from a 10-year, 
six-hour storm event.  

At the Jewett Mine, all designs for streams, drainage chan-
nels and tributaries boast the best available technologies, 
both during and after the basic channel is formed.
Source: Texas Westmoreland Coal - Jewett Mine
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ered intermittent. Furthermore, it was deemed the 
reclamation project would not adversely affect any 
wetlands, cultural resource sites, prime farmland or 
endangered/protected species.

Drop Structures Ensure Elevation and 
Proper Drainage

In order to provide stability and manageable 
surfaces conducive to the general topography of the 
area, a series of three permanent drop structures 
was designed to manage the flow from this water-
shed in the E West mining area. According to the 
reclamation contours, there was an approximate 
20-foot elevation difference and a 1,300-foot length 
for the proposed drainage. This elevation difference 
and channel length were challenges in protecting 
the channel from erosion. The channel between the 
drops had varying slopes and methods of erosion 
protection. Three sections of the channel that have 
10-15 percent slopes were protected with a rock-
filled cell confinement material called EnviroGrid. 
The remainder of the channel has a 0.25 percent 
slope and was designed to include an underlay of 
EnviroGrid 6” EGA 30, with Bermuda grass estab-
lished to the crest of the defined channel.  

The vertical drop structures were enhanced by 
the addition of features developed by a landscape 
architect. The concrete faces were designed to 
be covered with flagstone to give the appearance 
of a natural rock waterfall, while maintaining the 
structural integrity of concrete. Large native stone 
boulders were strategically designed within the 
channel to assist with energy dissipation of the ex-
pected flow rates. In the basin area below the drop 
structures, a one-foot deep pool was also created to 
dissipate channel flow.  

Railroad Commission of Texas regulations 
require that a permanent diversion that drains a 
watershed with less than 640 acres is able to pass 
runoff generated by a 10-year, six-hour storm event. 
The watershed amounting to 65 acres is located 
within portions of Areas D and E West reclaimed 
mine areas. The watershed also includes drainage 
from the north and south sides of State Highway 
164. The majority of the watershed was considered 
as Soil Type C-Pasture (Fair) with a portion be-
ing SH 164. The resulting overall worst case curve 
number for this watershed was determined to be 80 
CN. For sizing purposes, all three structures were 
designed based on the flow occurring at the lower 
downstream drop structure.

The DS E-11 Permanent Drop Structures con-
sist of three vertical drop structures. DS E-11A 
has a five-foot vertical drop while DS E-11B and 
DS E-11C both have 7.5-foot vertical drops. All of 
these structures have a 10-foot bottom width with 
3(h):1(v) side slopes and extend three feet beyond 
the vertical drop. A 2” rock riprap was placed 
within the cells of the EnviroGrid, beginning at 
the exit of each structure to assure a non-erosive 
transition from the structure to the channel. These 
Permanent Drop Structures have been designed to 
safely pass the peak discharge of 94.50 cfs from a 
10-year, six-hour storm event.    

TWCC Uses Native Species 
In conjunction with advancement in design and 

construction, TWCC has enhanced the revegetation 
process of streams at the Jewett Mine by utilizing 
native species and improved planting methods. Due 
to previous stream designs that exhibited increased 
slopes and highly erodible soils, Bermuda grass is 
often the primary herbaceous species utilized for 
revegetation due to its quick establishment and 
increased ground cover potential. 

TWCC transitioned from the placed sod to be-
yond the crest of this channel utilizing hydro mulch 
methodology. The hydro mulching process of apply-
ing seed, mulch and a tactifier to the soil provides 
an alternative revegetation method where steep 
slopes inhibit planting by conventional means. This 
process allows for quicker seed germination, adds 
organic matter and retains soil moisture. Both na-
tive trees and shrubs were planted along the slopes 
and crests of this structure. Woody species selec-
tion was based on factors that included flooding 
tolerance, specific planting zones for semi-flooded 
to perennially flooded riparian zones, mast produc-
tion and growth rate.

At the Jewett Mine, all designs for streams, 
drainage channels and tributaries are treated with 
a respect for the natural and sustaining functions 
of the stream process. The Jewett Mine staff takes 
great pride in the development of the overall 
stream restoration and looks to find better ways 
to incorporate even more process improvements. 
The design aspect of the process is layered with 
checks and balances to ensure that the best pos-
sible plan is developed and the construction of the 
stream channel boasts the best available technolo-
gies – both during and after the basic channel is 
formed.  

"Designs are 
treated with 
a respect for 

the natural 
and sustaining 

functions of 
the stream 

process."

"GeoFluv 
allows TWCC 

to prepare 
several 

iterations of 
a restoration 

project before 
any dirt is 

moved."
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Luminant Celebrates New  
MSHA Safety Achievement

By Caroline Atkins, Luminant Communications 

Luminant's mining employees are digging into the record 
books. The team recently achieved the lowest injury rate in 
the nation among the largest mining companies, according 

to a review of the 2015 MSHA Recordable Injury Rates. 
Communication, teamwork and a resolute focus on safety were 

key factors in reaching the milestone, according to Steve Kopen-
itz, Luminant senior vice president of mining. 

“Everyone’s relentless dedication to safety, as individuals and 
as teammates looking out for each other, led to this superb re-
sult,” Kopenitz said. 

“Such an industry-leading performance can only happen when 
a group committed to safety depends on all the tools and training 
available.” 

The safety achievement is equally impressive, considering 
record-breaking rain in 2015. 

“With all the rain and mud, the conditions that the miners 
worked under last year were extremely challenging,” Kopenitz 
added. “To think that our team was able to achieve this safety ac-
complishment under those conditions is just absolutely incredible 
in my mind.”

For Luminant’s mining team, safety is about learning and im-
proving every day to work safer. Processes have evolved over the 
years and are now helping employees achieve top performance. 

“To help reach our goal of zero recordable injuries – Safety 
Zero – employees use numerous safety tools, including Human 
Performance Improvement best practices and behavior-based 
safety observations,” said Steve Schauwecker, Luminant mining 
safety director. “By using our safety tools, we’re building upon 
our legacy of safety excellence. 

“At Luminant,” says Schauwecker, “Safety Zero is more than 
just a phrase – it means building a safety culture and constantly 
improving, not only for yourself, but for your coworkers and your 
family.”

“I work safely for my family,” said Austin Wall, Kosse Mine 
specialist. “Going home safe to my wife and daughters is my top 
priority every day.” 

As a company, Luminant also marked its safest year in history 
in 2015, due in large part to the safety record of the mining team. 
The milestone is a big step in Luminant’s relentless journey to 
Safety Zero. 

Watch the latest Eye on Luminant video to learn more about 
the achievement at http://bit.ly/1WSPp88.

Communication, teamwork and a resolute focus on safety were key 
factors in reaching the new safety achievement for Luminant mining, 
which is the largest mining company in Texas and the 9th largest in 
the U.S. Shown here is Luminant’s Kosse Mine in Limestone County.

Kennedy Bedford, Kosse Mine production worker, holds a picture 
of his family, which represents his commitment to work safely.
Source: Luminant

Kosse Mine’s Austin Wall proudly displays photos of his family and 
dedication to Safety Zero. 
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TEXASMINING.COM  |  855-284-3371

A CUT ABOVE 
THE REST

With quality equipment and an experienced team, we can help 
bring conservation and productivity to your mining operations.

http://www.texasmining.com
http://www.texasmining.com
http://www.dewsfoundry.com
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A       
Texas county has celebrated its  
founding by instigating a unique  
restoration project led by the Sons  
of the Republic and with the help 

of the Texas Municipal Power Agency (TMPA) 
and others dedicated to the proud history of the 
state. The venture centers on the careful restora-
tion of a 160-year-old cabin.

On Oct. 9, 2015, the completion of the first 
phase of the Boonville Heritage Park Project was 
celebrated in Bryan, Texas with the opening of a 
restored log cabin dating back to 1856. Ultimate-
ly, the project will include a number of other log 
structures and a garden that is representative 
of that period. The grand opening is planned for 
2016 to mark the 175th anniversary of Brazos 
County.     

Led by the William Joel Bryan Chapter of Sons 
of the Republic of Texas, the cabin restoration is 
one of commitment to preservation as a part of 
the mining and reclamation process, represent-
ing an outstanding cooperative effort among 
a number of organizations. These also include 
the cities of Bryan, Denton, Garland and Green-

ville, the Texas Historical Commission, Brazos 
County, numerous other supporters and TMPA.     

  

TMPA Sees the Value of Peters Cabin
For TMPA, the story of the cabin began in July 

1986 when the agency purchased a 723-acre tract 
for its Gibbons Creek Lignite Mine operation. 
The appraisal of the tract noted that it contained 
a hewn-log, dog-trot cabin of “no value.” Upon 
investigation, TMPA’s cultural resource consul-
tants quickly realized that Peters Cabin – named 
after the last family to own it – had considerable 
historical value. The State Historical Preserva-
tion Officer (SHPO) agreed and on July 18, 1991, 
formally determined that the cabin was eligible 
for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places in the architectural category – a dog-trot 
log building with square notching – deemed to be 
a “rapidly vanishing resource.” 

By that time, the structure was at risk of immi-
nent collapse. A videotape made on Aug. 24, 1990 
shows slumping of the structure at the east end 
and significant deterioration in other places.

Texas Municipal Power Agency Helps to Preserve 
the Historical Peters Log Cabin 

By Jan Horbaczewski, PhD, Texas Municipal Power Agency

Peters Cabin in 2012 on its original site. Interior of the cabin in 2012.

"The cabin 
restoration is one 
of commitment to 
preservation as part 
of the mining and 
reclamation process, 
representing 
an outstanding 
cooperative effort 
among a number of 
organizations."
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Interior of the restored cabin in 2015.

In 1993, the Historical Commission recommended preservation 
of the site as a State Archaeological Landmark.

The Texas Historical Commission gave its consent to move the 
cabin in 2014 to its new site at Boonville Heritage Park.
Source: Texas Municipal Power Agency

After review of a number of mitigation options, the Texas His-
torical Commission approved a plan on July 19, 1991 to stabilize 
the cabin. This involved the bracing of the four corners of both 
the west and the east pens, the installation of a new roof over the 
original wood shingles and the addition of awnings over the end 
walls. These protective measures were designed to be removable 
and to cause as little damage as possible to the historic fabric of 
the building. The stabilization work was completed in February 
1992 and was effective for the next quarter of a century. Over 
the years, the only additional work that was needed was minor 
maintenance, such as the securing of doors and windows and 
the removal of trees and insects.        

By 2013, the possibility of relocating the cabin began to look 
more feasible. Descendants of the Peters family had expressed 
an interest in relocating the cabin to a more accessible site for 
educational purposes. However TMPA, as a political subdivision 
of the state, needed the state’s consent because any cultural ar-
tifacts on its land automatically belonged to the state. The Texas 
Historical Commission was initially reluctant to allow reloca-
tion because the cabin’s “historic context” and its eligibility for 
the National Register might be lost. In fact, in January 1993, the 
Historical Commission recommended preservation of the site as 
a whole as a State Archeological Landmark.  

Conditions for relocation became more propitious over the 
next few years. In 1996, TMPA closed the mine and started 
selling the property that would no longer be needed. Recogniz-
ing this, the local chapter of the Sons of the Republic of Texas 
prepared a detailed relocation and preservation proposal for 
the Commission’s consideration in September 2012. The TMPA 
Board of Directors supported the relocation and passed a 
resolution authorizing the conveyance of the cabin for free in 
November 2012.  Finally, the Texas Historical Commission gave 
its consent to the move on Feb. 21, 2014 and TMPA formally con-
veyed the cabin to its new owners three days later, with disman-
tling and removal of the cabin from its original site completed in 
April 2014. 

“TMPA is proud of its role as a responsible steward of cultural 
resources,” says Bob Kahn, general manager of the Texas Mu-
nicipal Power Agency.  “We are honored to uphold the standards 
of the Texas mining industry, which is to responsibly mine and 
utilize natural resources.”

Visitors will be able to see the Peters Cabin once it has been 
officially opened later in 2016 (a website is currently being es-
tablished). Google Boonville Heritage Park to learn more about 
the project. Visitors are also invited to view the Archeological 
Exhibit at TMPA’s offices in Carlos, Texas, which features Paleo-
Indian artifacts recovered ahead of mining that are older than 
the pyramids in Egypt.



Since the beginning of civilization, man 
has extracted the earth’s raw materials 
to improve their way of life. From the 
earliest known systematic mining activ-

ity around 40,000 to 50,000 years ago to more 
modern European mining in the 17th century to 
today’s cutting-edge mining in America, mining 
has allowed humans to live better and more ef-
ficiently. 

It is only in recent history, however, that min-
ing reclamation has become industry-standard 
practice and indeed an aspect of the business 
that mining companies embrace and welcome.

Congress Enacts SMCRA
Small-scale surface mining occurred through-

out the ages, but in the United States, large-scale 
surface coal mining got its start in the 1930s. 
As surface coal mining grew it became appar-
ent that there would be huge amounts of land 
left unusable once mining was complete. In the 
1940s, some states began to enact laws regarding 
surface mine reclamation. These laws were in-
consistent and quite often requested mine opera-
tors to reclaim the land at their own discretion, 
leaving no enforceable action. In 1977 Congress 
sent a bill to President Carter that was signed 
into law to become the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 or SMCRA. 

SMCRA created the Office of Surface Mines 

Reclamation has been  
Embraced by the Industry

By David Martin, Kiewit Mining Group

and set minimal federal regulations for reclaim-
ing active and abandoned coal mines. Most 
mining states followed suit by creating their own 
state mining agencies. Texas’ state agency is 
the Surface Mining and Reclamation division of 
the Railroad Commission of Texas (RCT). Some 
states adopted the SMCRA rules verbatim and 
others used the SMCRA regulations as guidelines 
to create enhanced rules for their state. Before 
1977 reclamation of mined lands had occurred 
on a limited basis, but SMCRA brought reclama-
tion to a whole new level. Funds were created 
through a coal tax to address the reclamation 
of abandoned mines. For active mines and 
new mines, the act required a detailed plan for 
post-mine reclamation and bonding to ensure 
funds would be available should mine operators 
default on their obligation. 

A New Era Begins for the Industry
SMRCA was not necessarily met with open 

arms, as it was a major change for the industry. 
Some mining companies saw it as placing undue 
financial burden on their operations, as they had 
no financial plans in place to handle the reclama-
tion liability. The act was initially challenged as 
unconstitutional. However, the challenge failed 
and the new era of surface mine reclamation 
began.

Eventually the concept of reclamation was 

F E A T U R E
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Source: Kiewit Mining Group

"It is only in 
recent history 
that mining 
reclamation has 
become industry-
standard practice 
and indeed an 
aspect of the 
business that 
mining companies 
embrace and 
welcome."
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accepted and became engrained in surface mining. Over 
time regulations have increased and often times they are 
deemed unnecessary or the interpretation of regulations 
by state agencies is seen as overreaching. However, the 
concept of reclamation as a viable part of mining and 
an inherent value to the environment and the public has 
continued to grow within the industry. With the coopera-
tion of operators, support entities, academia and regula-
tors, surface mine reclamation technology has advanced 
tremendously. 

Operators have been able to manage reclamation costs, 
while improving quality and in most cases the landscape 
is more productive and appealing after reclamation than 
it was before mining. In fact, today’s surface miners take 
as much pride in producing quality reclamation as they do 
in developing techniques that improve safety, cut costs or 
improve productivity.

As a mine employee, one of the most rewarding things 
I do is to take a group of visitors on a tour through re-
claimed areas of the mine. It is especially rewarding 
when they are in disbelief and have to be convinced that 
what they are seeing was once an open-pit mine. It seems 
the expectation is to see something resembling a bar-
ren wasteland. Instead, they encounter rolling hills with 
lush vegetation, beautiful water resources and abundant 
wildlife. This tremendously helps to dispel the rumors and 
propaganda that are all too often spread about the mining 
industry being a filthy business with no regard for environ-
mental and human health.

Creating Community Areas of Enjoyment
SMCRA was specifically intended to ensure reclama-

tion of disturbance due to surface coal mining. There are 
also great examples of reclamation success in other types 
of mining. Rock quarries have been repurposed as lakes, 
golf courses, theaters, amusement parks and housing 
developments. Abandoned sand and gravel pits have been 
turned into water and off-road recreational areas. Old 
underground mines contain museums, restaurants and 
community centers. Not all of these venues were built by 
mining companies, but the fact remains that abandoned 
mines were put to beneficial use once their viable mining 
life expired.

The main thing the mining industry and other entities 
have proven over the last 40 years is that our natural re-
sources can be used for the benefit of society. With proper 
reclamation practices, the environment will be at the least 
left unharmed and quite possibly better off in the end. 
Reclamation has come a long way in a short time span. 
With the mining industry under constant attack by envi-
ronmentalists, there has to be diligence going forward to 
not only maintain the current standards, but also to con-
tinue to exceed the growing expectations in reclamation.

F E A T U R E The TMRA Mission
• Creates a balance between mineral production, environ-

mental protection, economic strength and public welfare
• Educates on the value of mining to the Texas economy
• Advocates for relevant regulation and legislation
• Serves as the unified voice of the Texas mining industry 

Texas Mining Supports the Economy
• Texas mining is a $13 billion industry
• Direct jobs: 34,520+
• Indirect jobs: 86,030 
• Provides an economic boost in small, rural  

communities
Source: The Economic Contributions of U.S. Mining (2012)  
published August 2014, National Mining Association 

Texas Mining is Highly Regulated
Reclamation and restoration programs are subject to an 

open, comprehensive and exhaustive permitting process and 
often exceed state and federal environmental regulations. 

Many are award-winning and recognized by local, state 
and national agencies.  

Mining operations are regulated by no less than 20 federal 
agencies that oversee environmental laws and regulations 
and occupational safety and health issues.

In Texas, mining is primarily regulated by:
• Railroad Commission of Texas
• Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
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T E A C H E R  F O C U S

Q. Where and what do you teach? 

A. In Austin ISD I taught 6th grade at Joslin 
Elementary, 8th grade science at Porter Middle 
School and 8th grade science at Bedichek Middle 
School. At the SHRC (Science and Health Re-
source Center) I now teach Outdoor Learning.

Q. How long have you been a teacher? 

A. For 41 years I taught in my own classroom 
and now for the last four I have enjoyed being a 
support teacher. The kiddos come to the SHRC 
on field trips to visit our gardens and learn about 
the environment. I get to share with them and 
then return them to their teacher at the end of 
the visit. The other part of my job includes visit-
ing campuses and facilitating science learning in 
the district (K-12).

Q. Why did you enter the teaching  
profession? 

A. Because I’m bossy and I like to show off! No 
really, I love learning. My grandmother was a 
teacher and I loved to listen to her describe her 
classroom. I even had a pretend school set up in 
my basement as a child!

Q. What motivates you to teach? 

A. I want to share my passion for science and es-
pecially earth science with others. My time with 
TMRA serves as my geology “fix” for the year.

Q. What is your favorite thing about  
teaching? 

A. My favorite thing about teaching middle 
school is seeing the children they are and the 
adults they will become. In elementary school, 
it’s the excitement of new learning and listening 
to them explain that learning to each other.

Q. What role do you play in the TMRA 
Teacher Workshop program?

A. I came as a participant and now I am a pre-
senter. Sometimes I am the comic relief. 

Q. Did you know much about mining in the 
U.S. before becoming involved with the 
TMRA Teacher Workshops? 

A. Yes, I’m from Montana so I knew about min-
ing, but not how they operate or especially how 
they work to reclaim the land. 

Q. What is the most important thing teach-
ers can learn from the workshops? 

A. Teachers can see for themselves all the as-
pects of mining. The activities have connections 
to the state standards for natural resources. 

Q. Can you discuss the value of hands-on 
learning?

A. The hands-on learning of the TMRA Teacher 
Workshops is invaluable! Confucius said: “I hear 
and I forget, I see and I remember, I do and I 
understand.” TMRA Teacher Workshops mean 
teachers can:

•  Go in the mine and hold the coal in their 
hands

• Go in a soil pit and test soils

• Stand in knee-high grass in a reclaimed area

• Climb up in a dragline

• See the size of the equipment

Q. What are your most fond moments of the 
TMRA Teacher Workshop program? 

A. The best parts for me are:

• Getting to meet and learn from the experts 
at each mine

• Discovering the personality of each work-
shop group 

• Getting to see the salt room at the J.J. 
Pickle Research Campus at the University 
of Texas at Austin

• Looking into the spent rod pool at the nuke!

• And on the lighter side:
• Welcoming the mine workers to the 

WRONG mine during lunch!

• Dancing with flashing shoes for 
weathering (Shake, Shake, Shake)

• Seeing buzzards looking into the 
workshop thinking we were lunch

• Walmart as a common thread for 
many workshops and a source of 
many strange items.

Meet 
Shauna 

Duby
TMRA Teacher  

Workshop Facilitator

Celebrating TMRA Teacher Workshops
TMRA Teacher Workshops are in full swing this summer and a timely opportunity for us to cel-
ebrate one of our teacher facilitators – Shauna Duby, an Austin-area science teacher. She tells us 
about the week-long, hands-on workshops that help educate Texas science teachers on the mining 
industry and its policy of promoting safety, education and environmental stewardship.

TMRA Teacher  
Workshops this Summer

There are still two left to go 
this year:

July 10-15   
Three Oaks Mine  
(Lignite)

July 31-Aug. 5   
Corpus Christi  
(Uranium)

To learn more or to be-
come involved in the TMRA 
Teacher Workshops, please 
log on to the TMRA website.

http://www.asfefleetsolutions.com
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N E W S  B R I E F

The National Mining Hall of Fame and Mu-
seum’s Board of Directors presented its 2016 
Prazen Living Legend of Mining Award to the 
Women’s Mining Coalition at its 29th Annual 
National Mining Hall of Fame induction banquet 
on Sept. 24 in Las Vegas. 

Every year, the National Mining Hall of Fame 
& Museum (NMHF&M) selects an individual or 
entity that has demonstrated ongoing, innova-
tive work educating the public, policy makers, 
educators or related institutions about the 
importance of the mineral and mining industry 
to everyday lives. The awardee is selected from 
a pool of nominations reviewed by the National 
Mining Hall of Fame’s Prazen committee. 

After an unprecedented election of women 
to Congress in 1992, geologist Kathy Benedetto 
saw an opportunity to go to Washington, D.C. 
and educate newly elected women lawmakers 
about minerals exploration and mining. Kathy 
recruited the help of two other female geolo-
gists, Ruth Carraher and Debra Struhsacker, 
and together they organized what would 
become an annual Fly-in to meet with the na-
tion’s policy makers. Women’s Mining Coalition 
(WMC) evolved from that first Fly-in in 1993, 
with its membership continuing to actively edu-

cate and advocate for the mineral and mining 
industry.  

The Fly-ins garner the attention of legislators 
and federal agencies to send the message, “A 
strong mining industry is vitally important to 
our nation, our communities, our families and 
our livelihoods.” WMC members emphasize 
that many jobs across the country depend on 
mining and practically everything people use 
in their daily lives is the direct result of mined 
products. 

WMC has recruited its membership to have 
representatives from coast to coast and from all 
aspects of the mining industry, including geolo-
gists, engineers, metallurgists, miners, environ-
mental experts, attorneys, mining vendors and 
suppliers, energy producers and other related 
fields. WMC members advocating for the varied 
mineral and mining sectors are able to provide 
policy makers with first-hand information about 
the technological advancements and environ-
mental stewardship of today’s mining industry. 
Particularly effective among policy makers is 
the fact that WMC members are not typical 
lobbyists; they are daughters, wives and moth-
ers, as well as highly-qualified mining industry 
professionals. 

Frank McAllister, NMHF&M Board of Direc-
tors chairman commented, “The Women’s Min-
ing Coalition embodies the spirit of the Prazen 
Living Legend of Mining Award through 24 
years of ongoing mining advocacy and educa-
tion activities. Their membership has had a 
tremendous influence and impact on promoting 
all aspects of the mining industry and spreading 
the message ‘Everything begins with mining. 
Everything!’ We are proud to recognize their 
efforts and bestow WMC with this prestigious 
award.”

More information about the Prazen Living 
Legend of Mining Award, this year’s inductees 
into the National Mining Hall of Fame and the 
Annual Induction Banquet to honor them can 
be found at www.MiningHallofFame.org.

Women’s Mining Coalition Receives
2016 Prazen Living Legend of Mining Award
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"WMC members 
are not typical 
lobbyists; they 
are daughters, 
wives and 
mothers, as well as 
highly-qualified 
mining industry 
professionals. "

Source: National Mining Hall Of Fame And Museum

http://www.MiningHallofFame.org
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The Railroad Commission of Texas (RCT) 
celebrated its 125th birthday in May, lauding 
its “long, proud tradition of protecting pub-
lic safety and natural resources.” The RCT is 
Texas’ oldest regulatory state agency, estab-
lished on April 3, 1891 by the Texas Legislature, 
giving the Commission jurisdiction over rates 
and operations of railroads, terminals, wharves 
and express companies. Since then, it has been 
given responsibility for overseeing numerous 
industries and currently has primary oversight 
and enforcement over the state’s oil and gas 
exploration and production industry and intra-
state pipeline safety. 

The Commission also regulates alternative 
fuels’ safety, natural gas utilities and surface 
mining. The agency’s jurisdiction over rail 
safety was transferred by the Legislature to the 
Texas Department of Transportation in 2005.

“The Railroad Commission has shaped Texas’ 
energy industry, and our energy industry has 
changed the world,” said Chairman David Por-
ter. Said Commissioner Christi Craddick, “We 
could not be more proud of the Commission’s 
position as a global leader in energy regulation, 
standing as a testament to the fact that envi-
ronmental safety and energy development can 
coexist for the betterment of all Texans.”

N E W S  B R I E F

Railroad  
Commission  
Celebrates its  
125th Year

Current and former Railroad Commissioners cele-
brate Railroad Commission of Texas’ 125th birthday. 
Source: Railroad Commission of Texas

http://www.russellandsons.com/


Four of HOLT CAT’s top technicians have won a 
state dealership competition, earning a spot in the 
multi-dealer TECH WARS competition. 

HOLT CAT®, the Caterpillar® dealer for South, Cen-
tral, North and Northeast Texas, participated in the 
TECH WARS dealership competition, with four techni-
cians making their way to the top. 

From the Machine division, Jarrett Payton of San 
Antonio and Autry Adams of Longview represented 
HOLT CAT, along with technicians Alan Lindow and 
Vince Jones of Longview, who competed in the Power 
Systems division. 

They participated in several rounds of competition 
against approximately 400 HOLT CAT peers, showcas-
ing the technical skills and challenges technicians 
face day-to-day – from demonstrating techni-
cal knowledge to hands-on heavy equipment 
trouble-shooting.

The four went on to compete in a multi-region-
al competition with other CAT heavy equipment 
dealers: Riggs, Butler and Warren. The HOLT 
contestants traveled to Little Rock, Arkansas on 
April 4 for a four-day competition, where their 
skills were assessed and measured against other 
technicians from these Caterpillar dealers. 

During their send-off to Little Rock, Corinna 
Holt Richter, executive vice president and chief 
administrative officer, and Peter John Holt, 
executive vice president and general manager, 
congratulated all the participants and contest 
winners, saying, “This is a great example of our 
core value of Excellence: by continually getting 
better.” 

“Besides bragging rights to be the best, this 
is a fun, competitive way to build morale and 
represents our focus on games with a pur-
pose – where we can assess the skillset of our 
technicians at the store, regional and state 
level, and help us determine focus areas for 
long-term skills development,” said Shaun Man-

ning, technical training director of HOLT CAT. “As this 
was the first year that HOLT competed in TECH WARS, 
we were very excited to see how well our technicians 
performed, and know they represented HOLT strongly 
in Little Rock.” HOLT plans to expand the competition 
in coming years to include its Transport, Ag, Crane and 
Electric Power divisions. 

Although HOLT CAT did not take home the prize 
this year at the multi-dealer level, the technicians are 
already preparing for the next competition. Reflecting 
on this year’s TECH WARS, competitor Autry Adams 
said, “I had a great time meeting and competing with 
technicians from other CAT dealers. Overall, it was an 
incredible experience and I can’t wait for the opportu-
nity to do it again next year.”

Top Technicians Win HOLT CAT® State Competition

M E M B E R  N E W S 

22 | T X M I N I N G  

From left to right: Machine State Contestants Howard Schram, 
Steven Pinkerton, Jonathan Morrow, Autry Adams (2nd place), 
Jarrett Payton (1st place), Grady Trainor and Paul Boubel.

From left to right: PSD State Contestants Keven Leon, James 
Pardaen, Vince Jones (2nd place), Alan Lindow (1st place), Ben 
Gallo and Wade Nagel. 
Source: HOLT CAT

Each year we offer a casual, informative meeting for Owner/Operators, Support Members, exhibitors and 
visitors to mix and mingle, make new contacts and network with established contacts. We encourage all TMRA 
members to attend this fun and informative annual event.

Watch your mailbox for registration information in August. 

SAVE THE DATE!
TMRA Annual Meeting
Oct. 30 - Nov. 1, 2016 • Hyatt Regency Lost Pines Resort & Spa, Bastrop, Texas

NEW 
BABY 
BOY!
A very big 
congratulations to 
Trinity Construction 
Material's Matt 
Hallmark, TMRA's 
Industrial Minerals 
Committee 
chairman, and his 
wife Rachel, on the 
birth of their new 
baby boy Micah 
Ethan Hallmark. 
Micah was born 
on May 28 and 
weighed in at 7 
pounds, 14  ounces.



M E M B E R  N E W S 

Alamo Academies Graduates Inaugural  
Heavy Equipment Class

Alamo Academies’ (www.alamoacademies.com) 
newest venture hosted its first graduation class this 
past May. Thanks to this newly minted Heavy Equip-
ment program – and through hands-on learning in and 
out of the classroom – Academy students are able to 
enter the workforce with specific, industry-aligned 
skills and education. 

The Heavy Equipment program, along with four 
other industry tracks at Alamo Academies, is helping 
the San Antonio community to address “skills gap” 
issues plaguing the workforce by providing high-
demand, high-tech, highly-skilled talent. Along with 
Alamo Academies, Mayor Ivy Taylor and many indus-
try leaders were on hand to celebrate these 11 high 
school seniors and recognize their accomplishments. 

The Heavy Equipment Academy senior class 
graduated in June from the following high schools: 
East Central High School, Jourdanton High School, 
Kennedy High School, New Braunfels High School, 
Sam Houston High School, Somerset High School and 
Southwest High School. Each of these students has 
completed 33 hours of college credit, while earning a 
Marketable Skills Award in Diesel Light/Heavy Truck 
Technology Mechanic Helper, OSHA certification, 
and Level I Certificate of Completion with the Alamo 
Colleges.

Gene Bowman, executive director of Alamo 
Academies stated, “We are proud of our dedicated 
students who worked hard to achieve this success. 

We are especially thankful to our partners, the vari-
ous industries, the Alamo Colleges and other educa-
tion and community members who helped build this 
workforce talent pipeline.”

Along with the Heavy Equipment Academy gradu-
ates, more than 100 graduates from the Academies’ 
programs Aerospace, Advanced Technology and 
Manufacturing, IT and Security and Health Profession 
were recognized for their accomplishments in STEM-
based areas of study. Students have dedicated their 
junior and senior years to earn more than 30 hours of 
college credit and industry certifications – all while 
completing the rigors of their high school curriculum. 

Said Peter John Holt, executive vice president 
and general manager of HOLT CAT, who was on 
hand to congratulate the Heavy Equipment Acad-
emy students, “These students represent the future 
of the industry and the future of San Antonio. We at 
HOLT are proud to 
have a part in help-
ing sponsor their 
success. 

"Our hope is that 
many of these gradu-
ating seniors will find 
a fulfilling life ahead 
of them. We are hon-
ored to be a part of 
their journey.”

Pictured left to right, all 11 Heavy Equipment-track graduates: Stephen Covey, 
Shawn Cruz, Catherine Espinoza, Luis Galindo, Jesus Hernandez, Coby Hyatt, 
Braydon Jobe, Jose Maldonado, Orlando Salazar, Francisco Sanchez and 
Cheyenne Stevens.                                                              
Source: HOLT CAT

Pictured below, from 
left to right: Peter 

John Holt, HOLT 
CAT executive vice 
president and gen-

eral manager, Heavy 
Equipment Alamo 

Academies gradu-
ate Braydon Jobe 

and San Antonio 
Mayor Ivy Taylor.

Pictured from left to right, HOLT CAT scholarship recipients:  
Luis Galindo, Cheyenne Stevens and Shawn Cruz, with Peter 
John Holt, HOLT CAT executive vice president and  
general manager.
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Solving Mining’s Toughest Challenges Through 
World-Class Products & Direct Service
Around the world our machines are hard at work. Joy Global’s proven solutions for performance, 
reliability and direct service are a few of the reasons why our customers achieve record-setting 
production and efficiency that reach beyond their expectations.
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An Eagle Pass company is relying on C.W. Machine 
Worx to provide a solution to containing dust during its 
mining operations. 

Dos Republicas Coal Partnership and Camino Real 
Fuels, LLC., a subsidiary of North American Coal 
Corporation, have recently commenced production at a 
new surface coal mine in Eagle Pass, Texas, and needed 
an environmentally forward dust suppression plan for 
its mining operations. It looked to C.W. Machine Worx 
for the solution.

Having delivered its first load of high-quality coal this 
past summer, the mine is in the very beginning of the 
execution phase. To keep dust from drifting outside 
of designated areas, Dos Republicas needed a mobile 
solution that would allow suppression to be relocated 

as mining areas moved. The Envi-
ronmental and Safety Management 
teams found the best solution, which 
was the diesel-powered HAWC (Hi-
pressure Air Water Cannon) / Dust 
Destroyer unit manufactured by C.W. 
Machine Worx.

The HAWC / Dust Destroyer is a 
multi-patented, diesel, self-contained 

dust suppression system. The unit is powered by a 
Yanmar 80HP Tier 3 diesel engine with a self-contained 
55-gallon diesel fuel storage tank. It has full 360° rota-
tion with manual 10° incremental range settings. Also, 
a hydraulic 35° elevation range on the fan tunnel allows 
for maximum launch of the very fine water molecules. 
The unit has a manual clutch, but can be ordered with a 
fully automatic electric over hydraulic powered clutch 
PTO. It comes equipped with a central semi-automatic 
lube system. The HAWC puts out 37,500 CFM of air 
with the 42HP fan. Water throw is up to 300+ feet with 
the assistance of a 150PSI booster pump that can be 
increased with existing wind direction. Water usage 
ranges from 25 GPM up to 140 GPM and there is a 
1,000-foot line of site remote control available. The unit 
is mounted on a 20-foot dual-axle trailer for portability.

This unit will prove invaluable in knocking down the 
mining dust residue at the Eagle Pass Mine site, as well 
as assisting in reducing maintenance costs on their 
dozer and truck fleet.

The team at Camino Real Fuels reports that it is 
pleased with the performance of the HAWC / Dust De-
stroyer and looks forward to incorporating it into daily 
mining operations.

Camino Real Fuels Enlists Self-Contained  
HAWC Dust Suppression System

Source:  
C.W. Machine Worx

http://www.joyglobal.com
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TMRA 2016 QUARTERLY MEETINGS
Sept. 7  Environmental Committee, Task Force Lunch & Meeting

Sept. 8  Lignite, Uranium and Executive Committees

Nov. 30  Environmental Committee, Task Force Lunch & Meeting

Dec. 1  Lignite, Uranium and Executive Committees

Oct. 30-Nov. 1 TMRA Annual Meeting

TMRA TEACHER WORKSHOPS
July 10-15  Three Oaks Mine (Lignite)

July 31-Aug. 5  Corpus Christi (Uranium)

NON-TMRA EVENTS
Oct. 6-7  Surface Mine Reclamation Workshop

Check www.tmra.com for a full schedule.

Texas Westmoreland Coal Company
Jewett Mine
903-626-5485

Planning to Mining to Reclamation

I AM CONNECTED.“

“

855-HOLT-CAT  •  holtcat.com© 2014 HOLT CAT

MONITOR EVERY MACHINE ON  
EVERY PROJECT FROM ANYWHERE.

FLOW SEAMLESSLY  
TO MY CSA MANAGER

AVOIDING UNTIMELY DOWNTIME OR  
A VERY COSTLY FAILURE

CONTINUAL UPDATES AND ALERTS  
FROM VISION LINK™

City Construction Projects
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FORT WORTH • IRVING • LAREDO • LEWISVILLE • LONGVIEW
NORTH DALLAS • PFLUGERVILLE • SAN ANTONIO • SONORA

TEXARKANA • TYLER • VICTORIA • WACO • WESLACO

Holt-115F.indd   1 2/28/14   8:32 AM

http://www.tmra.com
http://westmoreland.com/
http://www.holtcat.com
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Board of Directors

Executive Committee
Chairman: Chris Sumner, Lhoist North America

Vice Chairman: Brett Wilson, Luminant 
Treasurer: Nellie Frisbee, San Miguel Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

Secretary: Josh Holland, Uranium Resources, Inc. 
Past Chairman: Mike Altavilla, Texas Westmoreland Coal - Jewett Mine
Lignite Committee Chairman: Jason Buenemann, Kiewit Mining Group 

Industrial Minerals Committee Chairman: Matt Hallmark, Trinity  
Construction Materials, Inc. 

Uranium Committee Chairman: Craig Wall, Uranium Energy Corporation
Member: Jeff Mason, Luminant 

Executive Director: Ches Blevins, Texas Mining and Reclamation Association 

COMMITTEES

Industry
Lignite Committee Chairman: Jason Buenemann, Kiewit Mining Group

Industrial Minerals Committee Chairman: Matt Hallmark, Trinity  
Construction Materials, Inc. 

Uranium Committee Chairman: Craig Wall, Uranium Energy Corporation

Functional
Communications and Public Awareness: Christian Goff, Pure Energy PR 

Education: Robert Gentry, Luminant 
Environmental: Josh McAfee, North American Coal - Sabine Mine 

Governmental Affairs: Gene Jernigan, Energy Future Holdings 
Membership: Open

Nominating: Mike Altavilla, Texas Westmoreland Coal - Jewett Mine
Planning: Cathy Pierce, Texas Mining and Reclamation Association

Safety: Steven Schauwecker, Luminant

TMRA Board of Directors

Harry Anthony, Uranium Energy Corporation

Mike Altavilla, Texas Westmoreland Coal - Jewett Mine

Steve Eckert, Capitol Aggregates, LTD

Nellie Frisbee, San Miguel Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Ricky Goodwin, Luminant

Jan Horbaczewski, Texas Municipal Power Agency

Diane Lowe, NRG Energy

Peter Luthiger, Mesteña Uranium, LLC

David Martin, Kiewit Mining Group

Jerry McCalip, Trinity Materials, Inc. 

Dain McCoig, Uranium Resources, Inc.

Mike Nasi, Jackson Walker, LLP

Kevin Raabe, Rio Grande Resources Corporation

Martin Ballesteros Regalado, Dos Republicas Coal Partnership 

Mark Russell, Russell & Sons Construction

Greg Shurbet, American Electric Power

Darrell Silverthorne, Marshall Mining, LLC

Chris Sumner, Lhoist North America

Keith Wheeler, Pastor Behling & Wheeler, LLC

Andy Hawbaker, North American Coal - Sabine Mine

E D I T O R I A L  C A L E N D A R

FALL 2016
Education and Careers in Texas Mining

With so many members invested in the positive development 
of youth in our state, this issue will explore the best internship 
opportunities and educational pathways into the field for the 
state’s young miners. We’ll include a special report from our 

TMRA Education Committee. 

Winter 2016 
Year in Review 

TMRA Committee Chairs will recap the year and take a  
look ahead. This is a digital report only that will be posted  

online in December. 

Print editions of TXMining will resume in Spring 2017.

TXMINING  ADVERTISING
Contact: Lance Lawhon,  

TMRA advertising manager • 512-832-1889 • lance@solafidei.com

New to TMRA!  
Website advertising rates

Three-month ad run $375/month  •  Six-month ad run $250/month
One-year ad run $175/month

10 Texas Locations

(903) 758-5576
(800) 227-6626

www.romco.com

mailto:lance@solafidei.com
http://www.romco.com


http://lnh.net


WHEN IT NEEDS TO BE
HIGH PERFORMING, EcONOMIcal, SaFE, 

cOMFORTaBlE, HI-TEcH & VERSaTIlE

WE’VE GOT YOU cOVERED.

H o l t c a t . c o m
© 2016 HOLT CAT 
© 2016 Caterpillar. All Rights Reserved. CAT, CATERPILLAR, their respective logos, “Caterpillar 
Yellow,” the “Power Edge” trade dress as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are 
trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission.

HOlT caT® supports Texas mining customers with industry specific solutions that 
include best-in-class equipment, remanufactured products, operator and technical 
training and the largest parts inventory and distribution network in Texas.

Now 32 locations strong with newly expanded 
service facilities across our Texas territory. 
call for coverage (877) 734-3116.

http://www.holtcat.com

